2） Gunma Prefectural School for the Blind
群馬大学医学部附属病院眼科と群馬県立盲学校の 連携に関する実態調査
Regarding the collaboration between the department of ophthalmology at Gunma University Hospital and Gunma Prefectural School for the Blind, we conducted a survey to better understand the current situation and patientsʼ satisfaction. 【Subjects and Methods】Subjects included 94 patients who visited us and received counseling at the Gunma Prefectural School for the Blind. Their ages ranged from 0 to 53 years (average, 10.4 ± 8.5 years). The subjectsʼ clinical characteristics were retrospectively surveyed. A questionnaire was mailed to or handed to the subjects and was to be filled out anonymously. 【Results】About 80% of the subjects had congenital or early onset diseases including retinopathy of prematurity, congenital cataract, strabismus, and disturbance of ocular movement. The ages when they were referred to the special school for counseling ranged from 0 to 51 years (average, 5.9 ± 8.3 years) and 81% of them were before school age. Of 94, 70 (74%) subjects responded to the questionnaire, and 90% of the 70 subjects replied that they were very satisfied with the school counseling. Responses regarding our service were mostly about the long waiting time at the hospital. 【Conclusion】The survey result showed that the patients were highly satisfied with the counseling at the school for the blind. Patients with low vision can benefit from the hospitalʼs referral to a school for the blind for counseling.
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